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A few themes

ÅAlternative rubber plants have had many 
imagined futures, and many obstacles that 
have hindered successes in the past

ÅLong history of biotechnology: persistent 
interest in the organic world, but interrupted 
ōȅ ŀ άǎȅƴǘƘŜǘƛŎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜέ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-20th century

ÅPolitical, economic, and cognitive challenges 
that have faced new crops like guayule and 
TKS

ÅPossibility that current future is a brighter one



Severed hand and foot of his five-year-old daughter--a victim of the 
Anglo-Belgian India Rubber Company militia

Botanical Imperialism 
and the Search for Alternative Rubber Plants



The Future of Guayule, 1901-1911

The India Rubber World32 (July 1, 1906)

The India Rubber World 45 (October 1, 1911)


